
PRESCRIPTIONS.
DiUBETiN.

—

A good formula for the prescription
of diuretin, as given by Schroeder,1 is :

R Dlurctln.3 ij.Syrup,simp..3 m.
Aquae meiilh.pip.3 iv.
At]uacdeslil.ad 3 vlij. M.

Slg. A teaspoonful evory one or two hours.

A Local Anesthetic. — For minor operations
Dobisch 2 sprays this mixture on the skin for about a
minuto:

i; Monthol.1 part.
Chloroform.10 parts.
Ether. .10 parts. M.

Desquamation after Scablet Fever. — Starr8
advises the following: Anoint the entire surface of
the body, including the scalp, daily, with an ointment
of

It Acldi carbolic!.gr. xx.
Thymol.gr. x.
Vaselini vol ung. simp. . . . 3 j. M.

Then put in a warm bath for five minutes, protect-
ing from cold, and put to bed, wiping the body dry
beneath the bed-clothes.

Gi.vcebin Sui'positobies.— Ballaiid * gives tho
following formula, stating that the suppositories are
not brittle :

K Lanolin.
Glycerin.ES gr. xxx.
Cacao butter.
White wax.SSgr. xv.
For one suppository. M.

The lanolin is first melted with the wax and the
cacao butter. Then the glycerin is added, and the
mass is poured into molds. The molds should be
placed in a mixture of ice and salt to prevent a separ-
ation of the glycerin.

* Tliorap. Monatsheft. * Nouveaux Kemcdes,
» Archives of Podlatr.es, July, 38Ö0. 4 L' Union Pharmaceutique.

Correspondence.
HUGH OWEN THOMAS.

Boston, January IC, 1891.
Mb. EDITOR!

—

In the obituary notice of Mr. Hugh
Owen Thomas in your last issue, mention was made of the
faet that he was exceedingly kind to Americans who called
upou him, and none left him without being impressed with
the originality, honesty and earnestness of the man. As
one of those Americans who have enjoyed his courtesy and
kindness, may I add a few words to the notice you have
already published in your journal Ï

Mr. Thomas was not only an honest, original and earnest
man ; he was an unusual man, and one who attained to

remarkable success. He was essentially in typo a Welsh-
man, and differed to a marked degree from the averageEnglishman in manners and methods. But, if achievements
are the measure of men, Mr. Thomas's name would be

Íilacctl high among the list of British surgeons ; for although
lis work has been turned largely in a special direction, yet

to those who are acquainted with his results, nothing but a

tribute of praise can be said of what he accomplished. It
is given to few men to attain to the position in the general
popular mind that was held by Mr. Thomas among the
people of Liverpool. This indicated, not only tin unusual
readiness in dealing with people in a high degree, but,

' those qualities of the practitioner which, in themselves,
often bring success. To this, Mr. Thomas added force,
originality and directness of thinking, persistency and de-
termination. He accepted nothing on tradition, "Nullius

jurare in verbo magistri," was a motto he lived up to : he
thought everything out for himself, and thought iu a way
that indicated intelligence, and unusual alertness of mind.
His book on "Diseases of Hip, Knee and Ankle-Joint" is
full of originality and demonstrated clearly that whatever
M r. Thomas wrote should be fully considered, and most of
it accepted. The boldness of his methods was often only
equalled by the ingenuity of his mechanical appliances.

As a writer in medical mutters he was direct, original,
and forcible. His suggestions as to the treatment of frac-
tures of the neck of the femur, of ununitcd fractures, of
treatment of fractures of the patella, are both interesting,
valuable and important. Among many devices which Jie
used, the well-known Thomas splint for the treatment of
the knee and ankle is of great value ; the collar for treat-
ment of caries of the spine in the cervical region is one
that places rational treatment in the hands of every practi-
tioner. Of his many inventions may be mentioned the
well-known splint for the treatment of hi]), the shoe for
llat-foot, the very ingenious shoe for the treatment of in-
flammation of the toe-jeint, the elbow »¡dint, the appliance
for the correction of club-foot, the damp for fractures of
the lower jaw.

Any one who bus come in personal contact with him will
also bear testimony to the breadth of his range of thinking
and reading, his active mind in matters of national affairs,
the boldness and sincerity of his religious views, and his
intellectual quickness and frankness. It was always a
stimulant to meet him, and his memory will always be
valued by those who knew him. Very truly yours,

E. H. Bardford, M.D.

RECORD OF MORTALITY
Foil THIC WlSKlt UNDING SATUUDAY, JANUAUY 10, 1891.
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Deaths roportetl 8,826: ander live yours of ano 997¡ principal
Infectious diseases (small-pox, measles, diphtheria ¡nul croup,
diarrhoea] diseases, whooping-cough, erysipelas ¡nul levers) 300,
acute lung tlisoases 4t)5, consumption Util, diphtheria and croup

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at BOSTON UNIVERSITY on June 29, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.


